Treatment of the endodontic emergency: a decade later.
A questionnaire was sent to diplomates of the American Board of Endodontics to determine changing trends in the treatment of endodontic emergencies since Dorn's survey 10 yr ago. There is a definitely greater trend toward complete instrumentation of the root canals to the apex regardless of the emergency condition than there was a decade ago. The number of respondents who leave teeth open when the pulp is nonvital has dropped dramatically in the past decade. When there is no periapical involvement, over one third of the respondents are completing treatment in one visit. A decrease in the use of classic phenolic medicaments was noted with a corresponding increase in calcium hydroxide or no medication at all.